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President Kennedy got little
comfort from his White House
meeting last week with U. S. edi-
tors and publishers, arranged at
the request of the newspapermen

" after his bid Téf self-censorship

two weeks ago. Nor, in the light of
recent events, did he deserve any.

For the press as a whole has.
been a'great deal more responsible -

on sccurity questions than the gov-
ernment itself. The disaster in
- Cuba well illustrates the point.

. It 1q clear now that the U. S.
. government through the Cenizal
Intelli a.Agency plannped, fi-
- nangg nd armed the rebel in-
vaders, ﬁore'“ than that, in the fi-
‘nal days.before the ill-tated ven-
ture took .off for Cuba, CIA offi-
“cials actually had -locked up the
Cuban refugee.leaders and put out
" distorted intqr,mation in their
name.

EAS tﬁe venture {)egan, II...S...re-

orterg.atb Mla.m;,wew Kl by the

I% M this was.-an.dn¥asion in-
i e 5,000 men, a proj a-
ga.nda p taken to persuade
. bans that it was safe to rise up and
support the invadlng forces.

When the actual landings—made
by perhaps. 1,000 men at the out-
_side—started to bog down, report-
iers got the word that only 200 to
'400 men were being landed to de-
‘UHver supplies to anti-Castro guer-
rillas. The invasion angle was de-

liberately pilayed down to mini-

mize the U. S. defeat.
t In each case the press was heing
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misled—led to, to put it bluntly— . '

by the government for the govern-
ment’s own purpose.‘And who was

fooled by all this .official clever-

ness? Only 180 ‘milllon Americans; '

Fidel Castro an “fifs Russian '
friends knew' v Well what the

truth, was. o

» *O
The trouhl the press on

such a ‘mis ego ten enferprise as

‘i-
hd

\other day, was tha,t it said too
‘little ragher, mhgo much.
Many newsmen knew or sus-
_pected weeks ago that this was a
CIA opetation in spite of the offi-
.clal denfals; they knew that U. 8.
prestige:was being entrusted, after
much fumbling and indecision, to
a band of squabbling Cuban refu-
gees. The press failed to say so
flatly because much of this infor-
mation was “secret.”

- the Cuban affair, as es Reston .
..of the Hew. York 'Tf&en&ﬁﬁa‘ ‘the .

If Americans genera.lly had

known a, week before the invasion
what was coming off, aroused pub-
‘lic opinion might have saved us
much embarrassment.

If this is a sample of how the

President’s propos€d self-censor- '

ship would work, the press knows .

by now that neither the nation
‘nor the press can afford it.
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